
England	Under	19’s	
A	Different	Direction	
	

Since	 the	 re-launch	 of	 the	 England	 National	 Team	
Programme	 (ENTP)	 at	 the	 start	 of	 2016	 there	 has	 been	 a	
change	in	emphasis	away	from	formation	of	England	Teams	
that	 have	 traditionally	 gone	 off	 to	 compete	 in	 European	
club	tournaments	to	a	new	direction	where	the	emphasis	is	
on	development	of	players	and	the	roles	they	play	in	teams.		
This	new	direction	 is	considered	to	be	more	aligned	to	the	
overall	 aims	 of	 the	 Association’s	 elite	 pathway	 from	
Conference	through	the	England	National	Team	Programme	
and	on	to	Ice	Hockey	UK’s	Great	Britain	programme.	
	
We	know	that	a	great	many	people	have	had	some	difficulty	
reconciling	the	rationale	behind	the	new	direction	of	travel	
with	 many	 commentators	 raising	 the	 question	 “what	 is	
England	 trying	 to	 achieve?”	 	 To	 the	 England	 leadership	
team,	 this	 challenge	 is	more	about	 the	overall	direction	of	
travel	for	the	NGB	and	it’s	subsidiaries	to	answer	and	those	
who	are	close	to	the	recent	developments	know	all	too	well	
that	getting	to	the	answer	is	proving	rather	elusive.	
	
While	 the	 sport	 goes	 through	 the	 current	 transition	 that	
was	 started	a	 few	years	back,	 the	ENTP	 continues	 to	push	
forward	 in	 the	 general	 direction	 of	 player	 development	
under	the	strapline	“players	not	teams”.	 	The	next	big	task	
for	 the	 ENTP	 leadership	 is	 the	 re-casting	 of	 the	 England	



Under	 19	 programme	 and	 this	 is	 the	 subject	 matter	 for	
today.	

	
	
For	the	past	two	years	the	England	Under	19	team	has	been	
hastily	 brought	 together	 and	 formed	 to	 participate	 in	 the	
annual	 Conference	 Tournament	 curtain-raiser,	 England	 v	
Scotland	 game	 usually	 held	 on	 Conference	 Friday	 at	 Ice	
Sheffield.	 	 The	 last	 two	 years	 have	 certainly	 seen	 two	
excellent	 encounters	 between	 the	 two	 Associations’	 flag-
ship	 teams.	 	 There’s	 the	 perennial	 questions	 from	
commentators	 over	 selection,	 particularly	 where	 players	
playing	outside	the	UK	are	concerned.		Although	the	EIHA’s	
position	 has	 always	 been	 consistently	 stated	 in	 that	 to	 be	
eligible	 to	 play	 for	 England	 U19’s	 the	 player	 must	 be	
registered	 in	the	current	season	to	play	 in	the	EIHA	 league	
system	 and	 this	 ruling	 will	 be	 maintained	 for	 the	 2018	
game.	



	
Non-EIHA	Registered	Players	
	
We	 know	 that	 this	 particular	 ruling	 is	 not	
readily	 understood	 especially	 as	 some	
people	 consider	 the	 eligibility	 similarly	 to	
where	 Ice	 Hockey	UK’s	 Great	 Britain	 teams	
are	 concerned.	 	 By	way	 of	 clarification,	 the	
EIHA	operates	 in	England	and	Wales	and	so	

any	 player,	 whether	 or	 not	 they	 are	 English	 or	 Welsh,	
playing	outside	of	England	and	Wales	by	definition	will	not	
be	 entitled	 to	 play	 under	 the	 EIHA	 banner.	 	 The	 simple	
reason	for	this	being	that	they	will	be	playing	under	a	Letter	
of	Authority	and	registered	to	a	foreign	Hockey	Association	
and	therefore	they	are	licensed	by	that	foreign	Association	
until	such	time	as	they	transfer	back	to	the	EIHA.		The	rules	
for	 IHUK’s	Great	 Britain	 team	 are	 somewhat	 different	 and	
with	England	U19	being	administered	by	the	EIHA	the	result	
is	that	IHUK	GB	rules	do	not	apply.	
	
That	 is	 the	 current	 situation	 surrounding	 players	 playing	
outside	 the	 EIHA’s	 jurisdiction	 and	 we	 do	 not	 see	 that	
situation	changing	in	the	foreseeable	future.			
	
Having	explained	the	rationale	around	non-EIHA	registered	
players,	we	 now	 turn	 our	 attention	 to	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	
England	 U19	 team	 and	 where	 the	 U19’s	 sit	 within	 the	
overall	framework	of	the	ENTP.	
	



Purpose	Behind	the	England	U19	Team	
	
The	ENTP’s	stated	purpose	 is	
to	develop	players	capable	of	
gaining	 selection	 to	 one	 of	
IHUK’s	 Great	 Britain	 teams.		
Part	of	the	transformation	of	
the	 ENTP	 has	 been	 the	
creation	and	publication	of	a	
series	 of	 policy	 documents	 surrounding	 participation	 and	
selection.	 	 One	 of	 the	 key	 developments	 of	 the	 ENTP	
concerns	the	“entry”	and	“exit”	points	for	players	accessing	
the	ENTP.		For	the	England	U19’s	this	is	really	significant	and	
will	 help	 provide	 an	 understanding	 of	 the	 invitation	 and	
selection	process	for	the	team.	
	
One	 of	 the	 major	 policy	 decisions	 taken	 by	 the	 ENTP	
leadership	 team	 concerns	 the	 exit	 route	 for	 players	 who	
graduate	 from	 the	 England	 teams.	 	 In	 the	 context	 of	 the	
ENTP,	graduation	means	moving	from	being	eligible	to	play	
for	 England	 to	 becoming	 eligible	 to	 play	 for	 Great	 Britain.		
Introduced	in	late	2016,	the	ENTP	policy	stated	that	once	a	
player	 is	 selected	 to	 be	 part	 of	 IHUK’s	 Great	 Britain	
programme,	then	at	that	time	that	player	will	be	considered	
to	 have	 graduated	 from	 the	 England	 programme	 and	 will	
therefore	play	no	further	part	 in	the	ENTP	as	his/her	place	
will	 be	 given	 up	 to	 another	 ENTP	 prospect	 player.	 	 This	
caused	 quite	 a	 stir	 initially	 as	 some	 folk	 tried	 to	
comprehend	the	reasoning.	



The	short	answer	is	that	the	stated	purpose	of	the	England	
programme	was	 to	 get	players	 selected	by	GB.	 	 So	 it	 goes	
that	once	a	player	has	been	selected	by	GB	the	job	for	the	
England	 Programme	 has	 been	 completed	 where	 the	 new	
GB	player	 is	 concerned.	 	That	players	place	 in	England	can	
then	be	taken-up	by	another	EIHA	player	and	the	process	of	
player	development	continues.	
	

For	those	
That	have	
been	
monitoring	
the	ENTP	
for	 the	 past	
twelve	
months		
you	will	note	

that	 we	 have	 been	 keeping	 more	 players	 together	 for	
longer.	 	We	know	that	 this	has	also	raised	some	eyebrows	
among	 some	 groups	 and	 that	 the	 current	 development	
model	 is	 not	 yet	 fully	 understood.	 	 For	 those	 players	 that	
have	been	part	of	the	ENTP	they	have	seen	increased	levels	
of	opportunity	to	be	involved	in	full-day	camps	rather	than	
the	typical	2	hour	trials.		With	more	than	five	days	worth	of	
development	 and	 selection	 camps	 being	 accessed	 by	 46	
players	in	each	team	on	each	day,	the	outreach	work	done	
by	 the	ENTP	 is	at	 levels	 that	have	never	been	 seen	before	
and	with	the	creation	of	the	England	Goalie	Programme	we	
are	 seeing	 some	 major	 improvements	 in	 the	 delivery	 of	



organised	and	specific	coaching	which	 is	beginning	to	have	
some	impact	in	the	lower	age	groups.	
	
England	U19	Team	Mandate	
	
So	 what	 does	 this	 mean	 for	 the	 2018	 England	 Under	 19	
team?		Well,	we	have	created	a	new	mandate	for	the	team	
staff.		For	the	2018	U19	team	the	mandate	is	as	follows:	
	

1. Only	 British	 players	 registered	 in	 the	 EIHA	 in	 the	
current	 season	 are	 eligible	 for	 selection	 to	 the	
team.	

2. Only	players	born	in	1999	and	2000	are	eligible	for	
selection	to	the	team.	

3. Only	 players	 who	 have	 not	 represented	 a	 Great	
Britain	 team	at	U18	or	U20	 in	a	 IIHF	championship	
are	eligible	for	selection	to	the	team.	

4. Priority	will	be	given	to	final	year	players.	
5. Conduct	 and	 Discipline	 records	 will	 be	 considered	

where	player	selection	is	concerned.	
6. At	 least	 two	trial	events	and	a	challenge	game	will	

be	held	as	part	of	the	trial	and	selection	process.	
	
	
We	have	spent	considerable	time	talking	to	coaches	and	the	
Conference	 organiser	 about	 the	 purpose	 and	 value	 of	 the	
England	U19	programme.	 	We	know	there	appears	to	be	a	
good	 appetite	 for	 the	 game	 amongst	 the	 players	 and	
Conference	supporters.		We	also	know	that	the	game	itself	



has	 become	 a	 well-contested	 game.	 	 However,	 we	 also	
know	 that	 the	 original	 intended	 purpose	 of	 providing	 an	
opportunity	 for	 players	 to	 express	 themselves	 in	 front	 of	
the	GB	U20	selectors	has	not	been	met	in	recent	years	and	
this	is	where	the	2018	England	U19	team	will	take	its	focus.	
	

The	 result	 of	 the	 change	 of	
direction	 for	 the	 England	 U19	
team	 will	 be	 that	 current	 GB	
international	 players	 will	 not	
longer	 be	 eligible	 to	 play	 due	 to	
the	 ENTP	 policy	 concerning	 their	
graduation	 to	 GB	 needs	 to	 be	
followed.		While	this	may	be	seen	

as	a	backward	step,	in	fact	where	the	ENTP’s	philosophy	of	
Player	Development	 is	concerned	this	 is	actually	a	massive	
step	 forward	because	 it	 opens-up	opportunity	 to	 those	17	
and	18	year	old	players	who	have	not	yet	reached	the	level	
of	the	GB	counterparts.	
	
We	hope	that	with	the	publication	of	this	new	mandate	for	
the	 England	 U19	 team	 we	 will	 see	 an	 uptake	 in	 the	 trial	
events	which	will	keep	our	youngest	senior	players	playing	
that	 little	 bit	 long	 by	 extending	 their	 season	 and	 at	 the	
same	 time	 provide	 a	 new	 level	 of	 inspiration	 for	 them	 to	
push-on	with	their	hockey?	
	
	
	



2018	Programme	
	
The	 plan	 for	 the	 selection	 of	 the	 2018	 Team	 includes	 2	
trials,	one	for	players	based	in	the	south	and	one	for	players	
based	in	the	north,	a	challenge	game	north	v	south,	a	team	
training	session	once	the	squad	has	been	selected	and	then	
the	half-day	camp	on	the	day	of	the	game.	
	
The	initial	calendar	is	as	follows	with	all	events	taking	place	
at	Ice	Sheffield.	
	
Friday	20	April	 22:30	–	00:00		(South	Trial)	
Friday	27	April	 22:30	–	00:00		(North	Trial)	
Friday	11	May	 22:30	–	00:00		(North	v	South)*	
Friday	18	May	 22:30	–	00:00		(U19	Team	Training)	
Friday	25	May	 Game	Day	Camp	12:00	onwards	
	
*	=	The	challenge	game	may	be	played	at	Romford	subject	
to	ice	time	and	this	might	be	on	Saturday	12	May.		TBC.	
	
Team	Staff	
	
Coaches:	 	 Ryan	Aldridge,	Ian	Pound	
Goalie	Coaches:		 Euan	King,	Mike	Clancy	
Manager:	 	 Paul	Kelsall	
Therapists:	 	 Charley	Keen	&	Julie	Lacroix	
S	&	C:	 	 	 Matt	Croyle	
	



For	 the	 North	 and	 South	 trial	 events	 there	 will	 be	 guest	
coaches	supporting	Messrs	Aldridge	and	Pound.	
	
	
Trial	Events	
	
The	two	trial	events	 (20th	&	27th	April	at	 Ice	Sheffield)	will	
be	by	invitation	only	but	players	are	being	asked	to	express	
interest	in	taking	part	in	the	trial	by	sending	an	email	to	the	
U19	Manager	england19@eiha.co.uk	
	
The	 Coaches	 will	 decide	 on	 the	 trialists	 and	 the	 list	 of	
invited	 players	 will	 be	 published	 on	 the	 EIHA	 website.		
There	will	be	up	to	44	players	at	each	trial.	Trials	will	last	90	
minutes	and	players	will	be	required	to	pay	a	trial	fee	of	£15	
which	 will	 go	 towards	 meeting	 the	 expenses	 of	 the	
volunteer	staff	attending	the	events.	
	
Coaches	will	select	20	players	+	2	goalies	from	each	trial	and	
these	 players	 will	 go	 on	 to	 play	 in	 the	 England	 North	 v	
England	South	challenge	game.	
	
Challenge	Game	
	
The	 challenge	 game	 will	 take	 place	 on	 11th	 May	 (possibly	
12th	May	at	Romford	subject	to	ice	time)	and	will	be	used	by	
the	U19	Coaches	to	determine	their	final	selections	for	the	
England	U19	team	that	will	face	Scotland	on	25th	May.	
	



The	 team	will	 consist	of	20	players	and	2	netminders	with	
reserve	players	being	announced	just	in	case	needed.	
	
Team	Announcement	
	
We	expect	to	announce	the	England	U19	Team	for	2018	on	
Monday	14	May	2018.	 	The	 team	will	 then	 take	a	practice	
session	on	Friday	18	May	again	at	Ice	Sheffield.	
	
Conference	Friday	
	
Last	 year	 we	 held	 a	 Development	 Camp	 for	 the	 England	
U19’s	 and	 the	 “Mighty	Mites”.	 	 It	was	 a	huge	 success	 and	
gave	 an	 opportunity	 to	 the	 England	 players	 to	 mix-it-up	
with	 the	 7	 and	 8	 year	 old	 players	who	will	 be	 part	 of	 the	
proceedings	of	the	England	v	Scotland	game.	
	
There	will	be	a	mix	of	events	during	the	day	including	on	ice	
session,	team	meal,	video	review	and	then	some	time	with	
the	 Mites.	 	 The	 game	 in	 the	 evening	 will	 be	 the	 usual	
encounter.	
	
Player	Commitment	
	
We	hope	that	this	new	direction	for	the	England	U19	team	
will	be	embraced	by	those	players	who	have	either	moved	
into	 senior	 hockey	 with	 the	 NIHL	 teams	 or	 are	 coming	 to	
the	 end	 of	 the	 EIHA	 junior	 careers	 at	 U18.	 	 None	 of	 the	
eligible	players	will	 be	playing	at	Conference	 this	 year	and	



so	we	hope	to	see	as	many	of	the	eligible	players	expressing	
interest	 in	 this	 programme	 and	 making	 a	 commitment	 to	
attend	 the	 trials,	 challenge	 game	 and	 be	 available	 for	 the	
day	of	the	game.	
	
Next	Steps	
	
Any	 1999	 or	 2000	 born	 player	 who	 is	 registered	 with	 the	
EIHA	 in	 the2017/18	 season	 and	 who	 has	 not	 represented	
GB	at	U18	or	U20	is	now	invited	to	confirm	their	interest	in	
taking	part	in	the	England	U19	selection	process	by	sending	
an	email	to	england19@eiha.co.uk	stating:	
	
Name	
Date	of	Birth	
Preferred	playing	position	
Current	Club	
	
	We	will	be	in	touch	thereafter.	
	
	
Gary	Apsley	
General	Manager	
EIHA	England	National	Team	Programme	
E:		englandgm@eiha.co.uk	
	
1	March	2018.	
	


